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The restoration of a privately-owned 
Grade II listed Georgian mansion presented 
an exceptionally intricate challenge 
to the Ornate Interiors’ team. 

Because of the multitude of plastering skills 
required, it also presented an ideal opportunity 
to extend the training of apprentices. 

Phased over twenty-one months, works 
involved one solid plasterer and a solid 
plastering apprentice, four site-based fibrous 
plasterers, two workshop-based fibrous 
plasterers and a fibrous plastering apprentice.  
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15 Rooms were restored

E



Paul Malyon removing enrichments.
The paint was removed in our workshop,
then modelled and reset.

Through section of blocks
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Corbel before cleaning. Corbel after cleaning.
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Corbel in-situ.
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Flower before cleaning             Flower cast from mould

Flowers before and after cleaningRosette after cleaning upAcanthus leaf after cleaning up

Enrichments were removed and layers 
of historic paint painstakingly removed 
using just steam and small picking tools 
and so revealing the original detail of the
enrichments. Moulds were then taken 
of the enrichments and new mouldings 
cast and fitted where required.

O



Project: Restoration of Georgian Residence

 

Ceilings were secured in place using the penny washer 
and screw method. Fixings were secured to the existing 
joists - the spacing of the joists enabled us to get 9 fixings 
per square metre. Fixings were also made into the 
cornice as this was originally run on the same lath 
background as the ceiling.
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All new Modillion block cornice with egg and dart coffered ceiling manufactured in our workshop and installed.
We manufactured new moulds to match the existing to repair the egg and dart coffers. 
Some repairs were done by hand and some new enrichments were inserted for a seamless finish.
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Project phased over 21 months
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Existing damaged plaster capitol.
The damaged waterleaf and acanthus leaves were removed
A sample was taken and cleaned up.
Silicon rubber was used for a new back and face mould

The restored plaster capitol.
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Existing damaged ceiling rose 
required remodelling in clay 
to match with the original.

A sample was taken and cleaned up.

Silicon rubber was used on 
a new back and face mould.
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This photo shows 
the level of detail.

New greek key 
for panel moulded 
ceilings.

The ceiling was 
secured using the 
penny washer 
and screw method.
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New enrichments bedded in complete new section.Repaired mouldings.
E

Repairs to mouldings, especially ceilings and cornices were required in fifteen rooms, 
all in varying states of disrepair. Some simply required repairs by hand, others required 
enrichments remodelling and some needed complete sections replaced to match original. 
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Pin-sharp mitred enriched cornice, 
on the left side of this photo,
manufactured to match
the existing.
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New cornice to match 
the existing that has been
completed and reinstated
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Dining room ceiling fully retored. Mid landing ceiling fully retored.
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1st floor west corridor cornice and eliptical skylight restored. 1st floor east corridor cornice and circular skylight restored.
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Ground floor brand new bespoke
eliptical Skylight, manufactured 
to the architect’s design.

Bespoke mouldings were also 
manufactured for further areas 
of the property and included niches, 
domes, columns, panel ceilings
and lanterns.
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Pool area - brand new skylight lantern manufactured to the architect’s design.
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We worked with Ornate Interiors 
on the refurbishment and extension 
of this historic Georgian residence 
over a two year period. 
 
The quality of the restoration work 
to the original ornate plasterwork, 
as well as provision of new sections, 
was of the highest quality, befitting 
a restoration project of this nature.

Christopher Heap MRICS
Director
Cumberbirch Construction 

This contract value
was £250,000
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Bespoke GRG colomns, beams and fibrous cornice to architect designs in the pool area.
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GRG Column and beam casings completed and decorated.

GRG Ceiling.
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Ornate Interiors worked closely with the 
designers to assist in the production of bespoke 
mouldings for the pool extension. All these 
mouldings were designed in a Georgian theme 
to remain sympathetic to the existing structure 
and included a coffered ceiling, columns 
and lanterns.
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Ground floor hallway 
repairs to walls and ceiling 
using traditional lime 
sand plastering.

Brand new cornice 
manufactured to match
the existing.
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Awarded Highly Commended 
in the Fibrous and GRG Heritage 
plastering category

An excellent piece of restoration 
and reproduction, copying and extended 
existing cornices and column details into areas 
of new build. Harmonised and meticulously 
crisp elliptical lantern linings in a coffered
ceiling, with no expense spared.

FPDC Plaisterers Award Judges
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Our thanks go to our skilled team who worked very 
hard on delivering a high standard for this project

Ronnie Clifford - Managing Director
Lisa Hesson - Administrative Assistant

On Site:
Iain Clifford
Shaun Chamberlain
Neil Williams
Michael Holmes
Mick Dodds
Paul Malyon (apprentice)
Matthew Walpole (apprentice)

Workshop:
Steve Waterhouse 
Ray McCartney 
Matthew Walpole (apprentice)

T

works involved one solid plasterer 
and a solid plastering apprentice, 
four site-based fibrous plasterers, 
two workshop-based fibrous plasterers 
and a fibrous plastering apprentice.



Acorn Works
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